
 
 

 
 
 
 

SMALL-BUSINESS HUB, POLLARD YARD ENTERS SECOND  
STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT  

 
 

Creative village of shipping containers transforms wasteland near 
 Ancoats to triple in size 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Following a hugely successful launch earlier this year, Pollard Yard, the Ancoats-
based creative hub for small and independent businesses, which offers affordable 
workspaces for makers and local entrepreneurs, has announced plans to triple in 
size. 
Meanwhile Creative, the Bristol-based property management firm behind Pollard 
Yard have been extremely pleased with the interest shown in the small-business hub, 
with over 600 enquiries made into the ready-to-work shipping containers since 
initial plans for the development were announced in October last year.  

Offering flexible monthly rolling contracts, without the usual brick and mortar costs 
or lengthy contracts, Pollard Yard has proved to be hugely popular with micro-
enterprise and creative freelancers looking to be part of a supportive, grassroots, 
creative community in the heart of Manchester. With the first 40 units filled within 
just a few weeks of opening, the container village is quickly growing to become the 
only project of its size in the UK.  
 
Will Gomm, Pollard Yard’s Creative Site Manager, who oversees lettings at Pollard 
Yard said, “we are growing a great community full of friendly individuals at Pollard 
Yard. I have never met so many creative and entrepreneurial people all in one space. 
From graphic designers and video producers to music teachers, recording artists and 
even tattooers it’s amazing to have so many people from all walks of life in one space 
sharing their experiences with each other. I think part of the appeal is the freedom to 
do what you want with your space, people are able to decorate to their personal spec. 
Each space is unique. ” 
 
Now with the initial launch phase fully let, phase two will allow at least 65 more 
creative Manchester businesses to create their new home. This time, with high speed 
fibre internet (20MB, 50MB or 100MB) available from £10 per month. 
 
Graphic Designer and Founder of GEM Design Studio, Gemma Thirsk, was one of 
the first movers at Pollard Yard and says the move has completely changed her 
working life. “As an independent creative, the atmosphere is just right for inspiration 
and collaboration and I can’t wait for the next round of business owners to move in 
and grow our community further.” 
 
The £1m investment into the project is a significant investment into Ancoats, one of 
The Times’ ‘20 coolest places to live*’ and Pollard Yard is fast becoming a melting pot 
for Ancoats’ emerging cultural and creative community. As part of their wider plans 
for Pollard Yard, Meanwhile Creative are actively looking to expand the remit of the 
workspaces to create a destination where individuals and organisations can run 
regular events, pop-ups and makers markets on site.  
 
Alice Palmer Brown, Head of Marketing for Meanwhile Creative has said, “the 
response in Manchester, specifically Ancoats, has been overwhelming and we’ve felt 
very welcomed into the community.” It’s wonderful to see the creative community 
that affordable, flexible workspace, like Pollard Yard, fosters.” 
 
Phase Two is set to launch on the 1st October 2019.  
 
Follow Pollard Yard on Twitter @pollard_yard 
 



 
 
 
 
PRICE INFO: 
 
Small Containers: £225 per month. 
Large Containers: £425 per month. 
All bills bar internet included. 
 

www.meanwhilecreative.co.uk  
#PollardYard 

 
 
 

-ENDS– 
 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES: 
For further information, and images, please contact Daisy Hill on 07949 296 914 or 
daisy@yolkhq.com  
 
SPACE & EVENT ENQUIRIES: 
For further information about phase two and the workspaces themselves please 
contact Meanwhile Creative on 0117 244 3585 or enquiries@meanwhilecreative.co.uk  
 
ABOUT MEANWHILE CREATIVE: 
 
Founded in 2012 by Fred Wyatt, Meanwhile Creative is a property management 
company that seeks to unlock dormant commercial space and turn it into affordable 
workspace for makers, micro-enterprise and small businesses. Meanwhile Creative 
opened their first project, Bridewell Space, in an old police station in Bristol in 2012. 
Since then they’ve launched and managed another 9 sites in Bristol, as well as a large 
site in Cardiff, Meanwhile House, where they also launched their first converted 
shipping container workspaces. Currently they manage 133,000 sq ft of workspace, 
housing over 500 tenants. Pollard Yard, Manchester, will be the tenth addition to their 
portfolio, and the biggest yet. 
 
ABOUT THE FOUNDER:  
Fred Wyatt began his entrepreneurial career by renting out his car parking space in 
his hometown of Bristol. He was inundated with enquiries and sensed a business 
opportunity; acquiring and leasing 300 more spaces in 2011 when the recession 
hit.  Fred soon realised there was a similar need for affordable office spaces, studios 
and workshops. Tapping into the abundance of derelict buildings on the outskirts of 
Bristol at that time, Meanwhile Creative was born. 
 
 
 
 

*Article - ‘The Coolest places to live in the UK’, The Sunday Times, October 7, 2018.  


